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RAPID TRANSIT.
How Shall New Yorkers Overcome the

Length of the Island ?

VARIOUS PLANS PROPOSED.

Trogrm of the Ntw Scheme for Raising a

Fond by Citiifni.

VANDERBILT'S POSITION.

Statement? of Opinion on the Subject by
Business Men.

It is tertain that the movement to procure
enough money to enable some corporation to beginthe construction ol a rapid transit railway
tnds favor among all classes of business men. It
is oonoedea on all sides to be the mo<si sensible
action that has jet been taten to assure the
achievement of quick travelling through the city,
and men with the most diverse views as to the
other means to accomplish this are pressing

, forward to take part in tbe new movement. A
tour through the business portions of the cit.v yes-

* terday, daring which the writer conversed with a

large number or bankers, broker-, merchants ami
professional men, revealed to him many facts in
relation to rapid transit, and indicated that as yet
there is no unity of a great number of responsible
men in lavor of any specific scheme that has ao far
been proposed. Every plan, however, finds *otne

earnest advocate.
tub marginal railway

and warehouse scheme has at present, as was said
in yesterday's Hkrild; a greater nnmber of
pleaders in its favor than any other project; but
there are so many obstacles in the way of its con-
utroction that Home or the gentlemen most enthn-
slustic in its favor date tbe period ol Its construc-
tion and nselnl work away into the dlstaut future.
8aid one of these gentlemen to the writer yester-
day:."Wnile 1 believe that the Marginal Hallway
would be a great factor in increasing the commercialprosperity of New York, and wish that Its
construction could be started immediately, I am
oertaln that it will remain merely a project for
fears to come. As tbe Ukrald said yesterday,
me commercial people or this citr must wall until
tbe Dock Commissioners, by finishing tbe work
which is planned lor them, shall give tbe
opportunity lor our great need.tbat Is, tbe
speedy transmission of rreight in bulk through the
city.to be overcome. Looking at the matter or
rapid transit as a citizen who'wishes to reach his
homo speedily after business, ana not merely as a
merchant who wishes to save the cost of cartage
and of waste on the docks, 1 see that we mast
have rapid trains for passenger traffic alone.
What route such trains should follow of course
It is the province or professional engineers to
determine. Yet 1 thins that their way ought to
be along tne backbone of the city. if an arrangementcould be made with Commodore VanderblU
which wonid tlx the price of a passage irom 4b
Battery to Harlem at, say eight centB, I think
that tt would be the best plan for a quick transit
railway, starting from the former place, to terminateat the depot at Forty second street."

what we nek1> to supl'ort a hoar.
The last remark quoted above conveys tne opinionof many earnest nico. It seems to be determinedby them that, however useful a railway

might be to our citizens which would take them
rapidly rrom one eud of the island to the other, It
would not pay. if it should not acquire a share of
the patronage ol parsons travelling to places distantirom the city. "Quick transit," said an Intel-
Hgent gentleman to the Hekalh reporter yesterday,"does not mean merely speedy transmission
irom the lower to the upper end of this city,
Ten may build a railway here that will
satisfy you for a while; bnt, in order
to support it nnaided, you will soon have
to impost larger lares than poor men
an pay. Then me greater part of the patrouage

will fail away and the railway will become mori-
toitntl The fart. tn that tn unnnnrt n niitrL* »vnn<iii.

-. . ~rr . ........

railway here, ion will have to draw to it the
money expended by outside people In coming
Into and in leaving the city. Hence the road

SHOULD NOT TBKMINATE IN HARLEM.
Tne question n"5w Irises I? there opportunity

for a new railway oat oi town. I can't see that
were is such an opportunity; and I think that no
one else can see one. It seems to me that Com-
modore Vanderbllt understood all thene facts
when be procured a charter lor an underground
railway which he never intended to construct.He stands now in the attl'ude
of a dictator. You must do either of three
things- build a trunk railway through the State,
connect your rapid city railway with Commodore
Vanderbut's Hud-ion River and Central noad,
at Forty-second street, or build a railway to Har
tem, which will die under the burden 01 debt.'COMilODOUR VANDEKBILT'^ POSITION.
The tone of these remarks agree with that or

many other statements listened to by the remorter.The idea seems to have taken liolu of the
minds of many people that Commodore Vander-
bUt's policy in reference to ' rdpld transit" could
net be surpassed in the particular oi shrewdness.
It Is said that several weeks ago he bluntly Inarmeda couiniltteo or citizens that he
bad ao intention or making that undergroundrailway lor which he holds a
charter. It la his argument, and one very
powerful, that he haa no need lor an underground
railroad; that his Fourth avenue horse cars convey
nassenaers. in a way very satisfactory to him. to
the Grand Central depot. The Commodore n

willing, however, as he has Informed a committee
of the North Side Association, to take part in the
construction or a nijpUl transit railroad, provided
It will terminate at the Grand Central depot.

THE TAHlETY OF FLANS PR9P0SMD.
The Railroad Committee of the Society of civil

Kngineers has not jet Onlshed Its report, and will
probably not be able to present that voluminous
document to the society lor a week or more.
The committees wo k was to examine
the various schemes that have been pu;
forth, each ns the oue that would settlethe question of quick travelling in the
metropolis, and to decide as to their applicability
to the purpose tor which they were designed,
other bodies are now concerning themselves with
the important subject, one 01 the latest to take it
up being the association known as tuc Com-
raerclal conference. This body has appointed a

committee to consider the matter, wuich will
probably be present at the meeting In the Chamberof Commerce on Monday at noon. It wa^ iucorrectlystated in the Hbrald or yesterday that
this meeting would i>e distinctively a gathering or
the members of the Chamber of Commerce,
l'be fact Is that the rooms of that usto-

elation, are merely loaned to the gentlemen
wbo hare Interested tuemselves in die project 01

making speed/ travelling here a possibility. All
other gentlemen who sympathize with the project
are invited to attend the meetlusr. at which the
committee to receive subscriptions to the pro-
posed innd will be welcomed.
Herewith is presented a plan suggested by a

practical engineer, by which muny citizens who
hare canvassed the matter judge that the vexed
problem may be satisfactorily solved. The accom-

panylng map and cut will more nilly explain tne
method proposed.
COT HAT.J. TO FOETT-SECON1) STREET IN IIFTCI.V

KIKUTKK.
From Forty-second street npward two oi the

fonr sunken tracks or the Hudson River Railroad
answer tne purpose already; the question ther
fore remains bow to continue the road down to
the City Ilail.
Here la a novel plan, sale, practicable and convenientas to location:.Run the road through the

centre u/ tne blocks, at a width or «* leet lor tw«
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tracks, thus taking two houses In each block:
have the roadbed above the flist story, or, say,
in to 24 leet above the street. The roa<1 to be built
on pillars and arches, as an uninterrupted
bridge of about 10,000 feet length, in the
old, indestructible manner In which the
Romans bum their aqueducts and viaducts:
the materia) to be msinly hard bricks and cement,
the foundation walls masonry in bnlldmp a:one.
on granite looting. Cross the streets with three
arches, whose pillars rest on the sidewalk, close
to tbe gutter, thus causing no obstruction.
Tbe pillars to be bound with granite binders,

the arches covered with a coat of tar and gravel,
and afterward with Portland cement to avoid
penetration by water; cast iron pipes to lead the
sur ace water through the pillars down to tbe city
sewera.

Ttirougb each block (according to its length)
construct (our or six bridge arches, resting on live
or seven pillars, tbe latter provided with doors
and openings lor ventilation.
Bv drawing twelve or sixteen Inch walls along

tbe neighboring buildings, splendid fireproof
warehouses or cellars, two In each block, are

gained below the track, with large entrance doors
and windows irom the sidewalk. The rent realized
irom these warehouses or cellars will pay a great
part 01 tne interest on tne rem estate.acquisitionaccount. Where the neighboring buildings
are Ave or more stories high one or two stories
could be built above the road, and leased to the

neighbors to realize addlt.onai rent.
start on Chamber* street, opposite the new

Court House, where the lots oi old three story
buildings «not occupied yet as store palaces} give
ample room for waiting rooms, tracks and
switches. The direction or the line Is roughly
sketched In the map herewith. From City Hall to

Spring street, and from Tenth to Forty-second
street I doubt that a better line could be found,
but the part from .spring to Tenth street may
allow improvements. As the line has to avoid the
heavy descent parallel with Centre street the
elevation or the road over Leonard and Franklin
streets will be so considerable that It runs over
the City Prison (perhaps on an lrou bridge) withoutinterfering with said Institution. From Fortiethto Forty-second street the line descends
down to the level oi the Grind central Depot, connectingwith the two tracks on the east side.
Here are named and located on the map five
stations that, on account of the accessibility of
ciossing street cars are easily reached.namely,
Canal, Bleecker, Fourteenth, Twenty-third and
Thirty-lourth streets. The acquisition or the
necessary property through the whole flity-six
uiuum, luuiuuujg niauuus uun biic uudcb, wii»

probably not exceed $5,000,000, as mauy blocks
comain old houses ol small value. Uaruly a Bi'ngle
large Institution will be interfered with.

In reganl to tlic cost or construction It, Is difficultto approximate the amount belore the plans
are drawn. It will, However, very likely not
reach a »um a* high as that requwito for t.lie acquisitionor Hie real estate.

a rnoriETY owner's view or the subject.
To riiK Editor ok thk Hkkai.d:.
Mr. Lawson N. Fuller writes a good letter to tbe

Hkkai.d lu f.tvor or rapid transit, but be does Injusticeboth to hunseli and bis cause by going out
or bis way to atiaclc other uptown improvements.
Does Mr. Fuller really suppose tbo cause of rapid
transit will gain strength by proposing that the
city, alter taking out. 01 the pockets or its people
over $0,000,000 in ansesMnonts "for benefli."s*iall now deliberately trim around
and say, "We've got the mouey, tmt won't
give the benefit?" That seems to be what J4jr,
Fuller recommends. But wliy does lie aggregate
these columns o7 figures, showing the coit of city
improvements, and seek to ap^al us with the total
at which they foot up? Is It for the rurpooe of
showing how much those works have cost tbe
cltj ? lie sa.yi so; aud yet Mr. Fuller ought surely
to know how utterly delusive and groundless is
this charge. These Improvements have cost the
city nothing. It Is the property owners that arc

luuuug uie limn uuiu wc nunrc i uul in assessea

upon them and a'so tbe share that Is supposed to
be assessed upon the city at large. More than
this. They arc not only paving the whole coat or
these improvement*, bnt are paying to the city a

handsome premium on them besides. l,et this be
made plain, and we shall hear less, I trust, about
the cost to the city or uptown improvements.
Take, for example, the Boulevard.It Illustrates

all the others. It has cost tt;,000,000. One-hair
was assessed npon the adjoining prop&rty owners,
pud the other half (l^ooo.ooo) upon the city at
large, and constitute a part or Its permanent
debt. The interest on tills sum is $21»,ooo, and must
be paid by tax. Who pays that tax ? We will see.
The Boulevard extends from Klity-ninth street

to 100th street, a distance or nlneiy-Hlx blocks.
These blocks, for a distance of 400 Icet on each side
01 tne Boulevard, contain thlrt»-two lots each, or a
total 01 6,144 lots. These lots, be lore the Boulevard
was projected, were assessed at an average tax
valuation or $600 each, or $3,680,400, and produced
a tax revenue to the city, at 2', per cent, 01
$92,100. These same lots are now assessed at an

average valuation of $3,000 each, or $ 18,43-.',000,
and the owners pay taxes upon them, at 2>t per
ccnt, of $46o,800. Here is an luere.tse of tuxes 01
$.(&>,640, sufllcicnt to pay not only the original tax
revenue of $W,160, but also the whole interest
upon tbe city's share 01 the debt, and then a clean
surplus of $108,640 besides. All tlile, remember, is
paid ny these property owners, and yet Mr. Fuller
tind some newspapers talk about the heavy demandsmade upon the city treasury lor uptown
improvements. We ought to hear less of it. The
city put* nothing lor these improvements. .It
lends its credit merely, bnt mates each loan to
become, like the ancient seed sown upon good
£roulid, yielding irult.some twenty, some sixty
and some a hundred lold.
Hut Mi. Fuller wants to know what earthlv rea-(micau i»e assiifii'Jd why the lioulevard should not

be utilized .is the route oi a rapid transit steam
railroad, lie na- Oimseli assumed the reason. It
has cost loo much. It has iieeu assigned to a differentdestiny. I cheerfully accord it to the
guuiiis oi the cluei original piojector of thai work
that he loresaw the time when that liroad thoroughtare.thronged wirn brilliant equipages,
shaded with its quadruple line 01 elm trees, and
I'anWed on eiiher hand with the grandest examplesof architectural ait.snou,d become altobotherthe most magnificent avenue of thia Westernworld. All this will quickly disappear when
the tliundenug locomotive shall sain entrance
and li shall be condemned to a mere railroad
street. That project ne<«d Imrdly be contemplated.
What Mr. Fuller want" is rapid transit which

snail accommodate generally tue upper and lower
parts oi the island, lu tins we are all agreed. But
we may build witaout destroying. We may do
justice here without doing Injustice elsewhere.
We must have rapid transit. It 1s the fuudameuta)
condition upon which all other improvements
hinge.upon which all their valne depends. We
can neither build a city nor live in It it we cannot
get to it. We are spending more money on bridges
and other means lor getting out or the city than
we bare boen willing to give to make onr own city
available. This mast be changed. We must now
provide means for gaining access to our owa territory.Bince no new charters can be given, and
mce the city can no longer aid private capital to
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Diilld a road, it becomes necPfwarj now to considerwhether private capital ma; not come to the
aid of the cujr. Ileal estate, abased, insulted, oatraged,moat still be patient and pot ttsell again in
the breach. It will have Its reward. The Society
or American Engineer* are about to report a plan
of doub e-track elevated railways that may be
built tor f1)00,000 a uitie. Twenty miles o1 such
road, ten on each side of the city, extending lrom
the Battery to the Harlem River, would oost

t0,ooo,ooa. Let the city, following many precedents,assume one-half of tills, and let real estate,
nmiia > uiuiied uistnci along me lines, recognizingthe special benefit It receive*, assume by a*
fli-a«ineat the other haJf. But let the Income of the
road be the primary fund for the payment of Its
Interest and co-it, and these aHsessmenis bo drawn
upon only for deficiencies. so applied neither the
city nor the real estate will ever be called npon to
pay aimbiwr. Yet the roads will have been built,
and the vexed prooiem or rapid transit will have
been settled. S. K. C.

JOE IN THE RIVERS.

REASONS FOB THE UWUBHAIi Qtf ANTTTT OF

FLOATING IUE. THK HCKNB YESTEHDAT.
if the statements or the old lightermen and

others wno do business noon the waters surround-
Ing this metropolis can be relied upon, there lias
been more floating ice in the rivers which run
upon either side of the city aud in the bay below^
this season than there has been for twenty years
previous.^. This is attributed to ihe unmerous
and extreme weather changes which have prevailed,rauglug irom below the ireezlng point to
tbe temperature of a miia spring day. During
the cold snaps immense masses of ice Have been
lormed in the Hudson aud Harlem rivers and
along the Jersey shore, but to be broken up
later and carded to and fro in tbe East River,
especially with the regular ebb and flow of tbe
tide there. Carried tbns onward in tremendous
quantities tmt a few days ago it formed, as will be
recollected, a bridge across tbe narrow portion of
the river opposite Fulton ferry and which, cementedlor tbe time uy tbe coid, enabled large
numbers or perilous to cress in saiety. Tbis unusualspectacle cannot tbereiore be regarded as an
indication 01 tbe severity of tbe season, but Is
rattier to be attributed to tbe changes mentioned.
During Thursday, when an easterly wind wltb

ram prevailed, tue East Klver was comparatively
iree irom ice, wuile, at tbe same time thi* meteorologicalcondition bad the effect or still lurtber
breaking up tue masses in tbe Hudson and the
Jersey estuaries, and wltb tbe change of wlna to
the west and the setting in of tne tide about ten
o'clock yesterday morulnjr tbe river oppoutc
Brooklyn became entirely fllli'd with

THE FLOATING ICE CAKES,
through which the ferryboats made their way wltb
difficulty. About one o'clock a solid cake, exteudmgnearly arross the river, lay in tbe route ol tue
terries, but It gradually moved np with the tide
uuJ was broken In pieces. At four o'clock, when
me nut; uck«u i>u cud, me river was comparatively
clear, tuouk» more or less toe lay up against the
wharts ou ne Brooklyn side. During tue evening
the enormous masses cauic floating back with toe
current, Increased by tue contributions from the
Hur.ew luver, and were swept down the bay to renewtheir Journey with tlie return or the tide. on
tne North turer side, where the tremendous volume
01 Water iroti above resists the flow or the tide, and
where tne greater breadth prevent* the choking up
of the stream, the ico was much less. Large
manses oi It lay on the Mew York side, driven
there ay the westerly wind. Hat the comparative
nilidni'oiiho weaiher and tue constant movementOf the lerryiwaia and utuei vessels kept it so

broken as to reuder a passage through It an easy
matter.

It is probable that henceforward the Ice will becomeless ant less, as the advance ol'the season
and the height to which the snn has reached will
prevent a more extended lormatlon. Tue principalinjury caused has been to the Iwhterinen and
the small vessels which ply between the city aud
the various places in the vicinity, many or which
bare been compelled to remain at tne wharve* for
ua>s, not caring to encounter the dangers or the
Ice fields, .

THE WEATHER YESTERDAY.

'lhe following record will show the chanaes In
the temperature during the past twenty-four
hours, In comparison with the corresponding date
or last year, as recorded at Undtiut's Pharmacy,
Hura d Build'.ntr, New York:.

1874. 1175, 1874. 187ft.
3 A. M 32 22 3:.T0 P. M 28 3S
0 A. M 30 22 0 I . M 22 31
y A. M 2a 24 U 1'. M 21 28
18 M 24 30 12 P. M 20 27
Average temperature yesterday 27',
Averaire temperature lor cuiresponding date
lust year 24s;

weekly average iw?.
Weekly awrage corresponding date last year jo 1-7

CENTRAL PARK METEOROLOGICAL
OBSERVATORY.

ABSTBACl OF RBPOBT FOR THE WKKE ENDING

A1 1H. P. M., JANUARY 30, 1875.
BABOMITBB.

lm'tir*.
Mean 2U,WJ«

Maximuu atoh. om. A. M.. January J4 ;so.:;s5
liiuimuu. at un. P. M., January 23 29.AM

Itarige 78# [
THKBMOMBTIK.

Degrtr*.
Mean JM.3
Maximim at Nh. l\ M.. January 37
Minimum at Ob. A. M., January 27 18

Range, 19
KKM All KM.

/notes.
Januarv W. snow from lib. A. M., to 8b. P.
M.; annum of water 0.76 1

January #, snow and sleet trom oh. 30m. P.
M. to vt. 30IU. P. M.; amount of water 0.20

January !< , mow from lb. P. M. to rib. p. M.;
amotiuiof water 0.14

January 30, snow trom oh. 0m. A. M. to 3li.
A. M.; tmouut of water o.ou

Total anonnt of water tor week 1.26
Depth if snow, )S Indies.
Dlsrunte travelled by the wind during the week,

1.1-i milts.

A BOGUS SENSATION.

A PENNNTLYASTA STATEMENT MAKES THE COHl'

or LBEIXTXO A l'BESBVTERlAX PASTOB AND

THE UU'RCR.

WK4TCBBSTBR, fa., Jan. SO. IS*5.
Ctarlei Williams tun tried this week upon tiio

ctarge of grossly ltt>ciling the pastor and officer*
of ibe Fitat l'resbyterian churen In this borough.
The artMe charges the pastor with gtoss Immorality,aid that he was bem* tried before a committeeo the church, aud that although the tesumooyelttted wan bo damaging as to create learn
'that tlu reverend gentleman would be ijactied.
ttiare ma no doubt out tnat tie would be acquitted.
WUnans took the stand after the testimony had

been el lilted lor the prosecution. ami adiuiueu
that nc ihu written the article aud sent u to a
New Yoit paper, in wiilch paper it waa published.
He also dated ti.at tie knew there was not a word
01 truth n lis statement, but that he bad written
it for rui and to create a sensation.
The bll of indlctmeut contained two counts.

one chaiiiltiK him with libelling the pastor and ttie
second i«r libelling the otflccru ni tie chiircn.
The jiiQr lound him guilty <>n botii counts.

MELANCHOLY DEATH IN JERSEY.
Mr. Koifrt Harper, a man well known throughoutHudion couuty, met with a sudden death in

lloooken yesterday afternoon under melanci.oly
circumstances. Hetng part proprietor ol the
First Uitted rrosbyterlan chnreh and the adJoininghouse, on the corner of (seventh and
Hloomfldd streets, he ascended to the roof of tha
latter billdlng to clear it ol the snow and i<*.
W hen hi undertook to descend by a ladder he
miased Ma looting, and becoming entangled in the
ladder be leil with It to the ground and saatalned
lnjni lea winch shortly afterward resulted in his
death, lie waa nearly sixty years of age, and
resided fa old Hudson Oltv, but did business in
Newark street, HoDoken.

LE SHEET.
FUNERAL OF MRR MARSHALL a

ROBERTS.

The relatives and friend* or this estimable ma-

tron, wlioae death occurred in England, whither
she had gone for snrgical attendance, veeterday
crowded to Dr. Rootb'a church, corner of Cnlfer-
itj place and Tenth street, to pay their respect*

to the memory of tbe lady whose name baa ao long
Deen associated with charitable and philanthropicworii. The"i?&"men*;e edidee, long before
the hour for the service** (two o'clock P. B.), waa

densely crowded. Tbe floral offerings were of the
most elaborate and appropriate character. I'nder
the puipit deHK was a cruse, surrounded oy
a wieam, both or English immortelle*. below,
uwoQ the table and on either eud. were two handHomebroken columns oi white flowers. Between
tnrse was a beauniui cross of ivies, a crown uf
white and mixed flowers ana an appropriate ui»mentoin the lurm ol a wreath. Ou the extreme
right oi the table stood a tribute from tbe Younir
Ladies' Christian Association that attracted
general attention. It constated of an ivy
basket, surmounted by a white wreath, in the
centre oi which was a star of violets, aud attached
the words, "t>he being dead yet speaketh." Upon
tne cofflu were many rare collections 01 wreath*
and other designs, lnc.udiug a book of Wiitte
flowers, with the last words ol tbe deceased, "The
gate* are opening," in violets. Among tbe audi-
ence were many of our loading merchant*, lniuisters.bankers, lawyers au'l literary men.
Tbe services were conducted by Rev. Dr. Booth

and the pastor ol tne deceased lady, Kev. Dr. Tav!lor. ol the Broadway Tabernacle. The utter
delivered an impressive discourse. id wti ck h rclarredto tbo many Christian grace# and charitableUixjr* of the deceased. He also took advantage01 the occasion to road a letter be bat receivedalter the death ol Mrs. Roberts, in winch
BDe speaks 01 toe possibility 01 ber death, breaths
a spirit 01 resiuDation to tbe win of tlie Divine
Master, aod requested ber pastor to preach a
crmon to the women of New York on the importanceor Christian work. The services concluded

In the church tbe remains were oouveyed to the
Second street Cemetery, where they were Interred.Tbe pallbearers were Charles Abernettiv,
Judge J. K. Bosworth, Augustus L. Hrown. Dr. J.
K. Wood, Moses Taylor, Kdwards flerrepont, WilliamR. Stewart, Samuel Sloan, Henry O. Stebblnn,
Cyrus W. Field, William R. Thorn a .d William fDudge.

THE OANAL QUESTION.
a. ju-.poilt to be mads to thk boab1* of

tradhi.
The Committee on Canals of the Board of Trade

consists of the following gentlemen:.Leander
Darling, Waltstill Hastings, Silas B. Datcher, W. O.
noouioru, u. w. u. iiarae ana jonu a
meeting was oeld yesterdaj, at two P. M., at No.
23 Park row. The gentlemen present agreed on
the main features oi a report which la to be suit
nutted to the Board o( Trade at tbelr next genet al
meeting, wbicb takes place on Wednesday. Febru-
ary 10.
The report will embrace the submission or evidencela relation to the introduction of

STEAM ON THK HTATK CANALS,
and this subject will assume not oniy a great importancein view of the .state awards for irapr \ ed
canal transportation, but aiso irom the laci thai
the Governor of the state in his Message lias
shown the vital importance of the canals to the
prosperity ol tne commercial Interest* of the Kiop*reCity. The committee bave examined the
various plans submitted to them, including the
submarine cable plan, t!ie towage cable aud the
independent steam power, as well as the
horse power, and their report will recommend
the eDcouraxement o( the most satisfactory Hytrinol mdeDsndent steam power, while a* «ne
same time they will recognize the rights and interestsol those wuo bave bltberto managed the
borse towage to the best of tbeir ability.
The meeting being held somewhat, in advance or

the published Bour was to be considered intorimtl,
although the above are the main ideas 01 the re-
I've*. TiHVH mr tyvuiUMtwv Will lUIUDklJ^ M ^ J J §1 H

meeting ou Monday.
COLONEL POTTER'S PERIL.

THK CLOSING UP OF ELIZ VB15TU B NOTED AKhOX

TRIAL.CEOS8-KXAMINATION OF THE COLONEL.
The Elizabeth Court House was packed with peopleagain yesterday to witness the closing scenes

in the important trial of colonel Henry L. Totter
lor alleged arson.binning his residence and barn
at Linden in order to obtain heavy insurance. The
evidence Tor the State was all gotten in on Friday,
and, according to the po.mlar opinion aud those
who have taken deepest interest in the case, seems
to make a strong case (or the prosecution, colonel
Potter was placcd ou the stand yesterday lor
cross-examination. In hn direct examination he
told a pretty smooth, straightforward »'ory,
denying anv guilty complicity. The Colonel »u'«-
milled to a long cross-examination by the prosecui'ouattorneys. He had been, ho said, nine
years in the cnsrom.s service and had ben cmwillJiew YotK Seveuty-llrst Voiuq-

The defendant gave a very satisfactory acc»irit
of Ills whereabouts previous to the flie, and
denied in toto the testimony of the wit!nesses against him. His explanation as
to his whereabouts during the lire was not
very clear. Altogether the accused got through
the cross-examination without being injured much,
11 any, in the minds ol the jury. The defence rested
and to-morrow will commence tue summing up.
The Colonel has decidedly t'.ie best yf t£c caye m {far as able counsol is concerned- The deepest m-
terest is felt in the issue, not only lu New J»rsey
but in Mew Yore.

DISTRESS IN JERSEY CITY.

The destitution among the families of the labor-
lug class lii Jersey City Is on the increase. Many
or the factories are running on Half time. Fully
300 men have been discharged from the railroads
and lactones. There are no seap houses and no
district relief committees, and the condition of
the families of these unemployed laborers
is most pitiable. it was expected
that the construction ot the Kailroad
Ship Canal running parallel to i'avouia
avenue would be commenced during the coming
week, bat the work has been postponed, one
thomana men will i>e employed in this work,
which will prove a blessing to the laboring classes
when It is commenced. The Overseer of the Poor
reports tuat tne number or applicants lor reller
bus so increased that tne appropriation for the
outdoor poor lias already ratten snort. The Coanty
Almshouse at Snake Hill is so crowded that temporaryquarters have been erected to meet the )
increased demand tor accommodation. An appli-
ration win be made to the Board of Alderm»u at
their next meeting for an additional appropriationlor the poor.

DESTRUCTION OF A WOOLLEN MILL.

BURNING OF THE MII.L OF PRESTON k IRWIN.

THltKK HUNDRED PERSONS THROWN Ol'T OF

EMPLOY MKNT.LOSS $38,000.
PHILADKLFniA. Pa., Jan. 30,

About half-past six o'clock this morning the
woollen mill ol Messra. Preaton A Irwin, at Manaynnk,took tire, And the flames, spreading rapidly,
in consequence of the inflammable material to
which they were communicated, spon enveloped
(ha untirn ahnoa th« drat atiivu 1'h«

Are started in tho fourth story while a boy fti
lighting ap tbe mill, just before the hands were to
tart work for tbe day. In applying tbe mat«u
Rome scrap* ol wool collected about tbe fas tlxtjiefbecame liruitod. The alarm was aT 6U£o
fffren, hut before tbe Fire Depart nisnf "Bad irrlved
t'.ie nppcr stonos were wrapped in flames, and it
was evident that nciblng could be done to save
tiie mill. Alioifl an nrtaf Utter V.,e tire bad started
the roof (ell In with a crauh. carrying with it t ie
back wall, and many who were around tbe burnlugbuilding barely escaped being injured.while t'ue lire was at It* very height jnmei Mar-
tin, driver OT Krtylftc SO. 12, met with a serious
accident. He had perched himself in one 01 the
UU'd Htorv windows and was panning a stream lu 1

npoc the burning ina&s when be lost his balance
aud re.1 backward and down to the ground below,
lie was picked np insensible, with his Head *exereiyininrud. aud was conveyed to bis home.
The mill, which was entirely delfroyed, wai

located on the canal bank, between tbat and tbe
Schuylkill River. it was a stone building, lour
stories blKb, sixty leot front and from thirty to
forty deep. Messrs. Preston A Irwlu employed
from 200 to 300 bands, wuo now Und ibemselves
without employment.
lhe insurances on bnlidlng, stock and machinery

are as followsCerman American. New York,
$2,374; Continental, New Vork, $2.H7H; Niagara,
New York, $2,376; liepublican, New York. $2,37.*>;
Hanover, New York, $2,876; National, Hartford,
$.',376; Merc Hants', Newark,$2,375; Manufacturers',
Newark. $2,376; Insurance Company of North
America. $4.7u(); Delaware Trust, $4,75o; Pennsylvama,$4,760; lloyal, $4,760. Total, $asooo.

BURNING OF A LUNATIC* ASYLUM.
QntBRc, Jan. 30, 187.V

The Beaufort Female Lunatic Aaylum, on Mont-
morency road, was destroyed by Ore last night
and three lemale patients burnea to deatb. The
remainder, tblrty-flvo in number, were removed
In safety to tne asylum occupied by the males.
The scenes during the progress of the Are were
heartrending and pitiful In tbe extreme. Horns of
the patients rushed into corners and obstinately
refused to be removed. Others fled down toe cor-
rldors into tbe darkest cellars and were fonnd
shivering with rear, others again ran np into ths
cupola and on tbe roof, and it was only with the
greatest difficulty that tbey could be rescued. It is
supposed tbat the Are originated In tbe cell of one
of tne female paueuts, a woman of vicious cbarao-
ter. I
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THE FIFTH WEEK.

The Decision Regarding Tiiton's Competency
as a Witness.

A Picture of the Judjre and
How ile Presides.

Society's L-e®son from the Bi i<ok»
lyn Cause Celebre.

To-morrow the nrtn week or the amr or Tiitou
agalntt Beectier it will u« ftniomeutou*Munlay, becauite the Cuter Ju«uce who
presides w to give Ills decision upon the right of
iuivuuk iuivu mj icjuij um ui* (I'-tcudant.
The Cbler Justice has announced that be doe* not
propose to write out an opinion, but merely to
five a decUion. He is a sterling Judg«\ «uajes'lngold tunes, wtien the best citizen got on tue
Bench by a sort of Divine right and slowly am
ponderously muveJ through llle, arm. railng, Jul.
nilnatlng, correcting, senteuciug.
Since tue trial came on it may Jie sa d that only

two persons ba*e made reputations.tbe providing
Judge and tiie witness Moulton. ii bud been expectedthat Moulion would be torn to pieces, und
a certain belief exiaied that bis peccadilloes ana

frailties, as much of temperament a* of periormauce,would be ruthlessly delineated, while in*
testimony would be perforated and shown to be
unreliable. Moulton ma<lc a brag witness principallybecause be was perfectly natural, aud relatedbis ordinary character. rattier sharp
young man, witii a plausible tongu* and a certainJovial resentment, be managed to baffle the

lawyers arrayed against Dim and to keep tlie considerationor the audience, the jury and, as it
appeared, the Juijre. Had He been prosecuted
wltti less leellng hi* retorts might have seemed
impertinent, but fata cross-examination developed
the laet that some of the lawyers most Incensed
a^auint him had been nearly on the "ragged
e<ige" like himself.tnat Is, mutual friends seekingto patch up an uncomDromtsabie case. Frank
M>miton occupies an ambiguous place. Witn a

certain class of impulsive people he is regarded as
a very periect type of

CONSISTENT FUIKND-Uir.
He ir recollected as the schoolmate ol Tiiton a

quarter 01 a century ago, who has maintained in
,

the midst of selfish business complications a

reverence and regard lor that memorable friendship.The common mind regards him worthily
because he chose the smaller of two opponents to
befriend. By »uuh critics be Is held to have been
a naturally luagnuniuiou*, unselfish person, b«causeIt was so much easier to run into Mr. '

Ueecher's camp thaa to dwell on the barren
moor like Edgar with trie banlsned king.
on the other band, there aro person* of amiabilityand honor who conceive that Mr. M'Ulion

h.nt nn rlirkt in anv amai-MnM »a «- «»
»»» .- . »»/ vu.vitvuvj >V yilUI. IUC tuuiuiunlcations which Mr. Bsecher nad intrusted to
him in solemn confidence, mucn leu to make puolielite incidental letters o( lamily associates like
Thomas Beecher and Bella Hooker. Turn scandal
hart lasted so long that a very largo portion oi
society is on tlie -ragged edge'' 01 oouswency, anil,
wltuout much regard lor the evidence as it is developed,Is stubbornly maintaining gome loruiei
tueory. In lact, society is at war in tins case, and
tne coudaci of the trial itseli antagonizes a eert.unclass of hair-brained partisans.

Jl'DUK NB1LSON AND I'llK Rttl'OBTKRS.
Judge Neilson has Kepi, among ins otner dignities.a general dignity towa d the press. not

individualizing any particniar reporter or newspaper,as some 01 rue lawyers Have done, bu. apparentlyseeking to make tlie mis; boyish reportericel tu.it lie Is a part of a court 01 Justice
ami rei.iousible for his utterances, at least to luoisell.in tins view of the case the Brooklyn trial is
no demoralization to these ratner loose tunes.
a.i the estates ol the realm are put upon their
good beliavior and disciplined. The press has
tiecn galivanting lor a good while, the har has
been airy, <Un Bench has ueen parilsan. the press
and tlie caucus have boused the Bunch, and
it has seemed lor several years as
It a trial at law was merely a measuring oi lotces.
Providence being ureuerally on the side of tne
heaviest letfal and social artillery. The Brooklyn
trial ha* redressed a sort oi Justice wbioh was
patent in this state two yearp ago. The Judge 10 a

great part ol the court, and be has that unreliabilityin ins deasious which keeps both sets or
lawyers in inou<>u to know whai he tnav do. For
Instance, last week ho ruled out all the tree lore
literature, <>u the theory mat it was "atrocious".
tne word -atrocious*' is tiie Judge's.wnne, meantime.lie rebuked tue plaiutifl's c unsei lor puttiug
Imputations upon Ucucr.il Tracy. Mi. Tracv.
said the Judge, U au Honorable member or the
Bar.
.
~ thk jl'doe'? ruling'.
Therefoe, wiieu it is said ttiui th? Judge in thla

case Is oue 01 two persona wuo have m;ide a reputation,we meau ttiat ne is ibe first judge id aa
ordinarj court who nas made km Judicial ruling*
and human inclinations a large part or common
morality. Uc has endeavored, apparently, to make
lawyers, reporters aud toe audience (eei their relationto a vast u .jortunate scandal.something
not to be made a loke or a sensation, nor to be
used t>y its partisans lor the degradation of third
parties; but an affair where the greatest good or
the greatest number will be subserved by absolute,
large, considerate justice.
Tins Judge (Seiisou) is somewhat peculiar. He

can be alternately (amiliar and sevtre. Ue is a
biji-boned, democratic sort 01 man, suggesting tne
olu-'ashioned judges oi JeiTersonian times-men
like Samuel Chase. Mc&ean and Cooper. The
counsel around uim are relatively indifferent.
There are several gentlemen m the Heccuer trial
w Sose opinion or themselves is at least equal to
the best opinion among tue spectators. We can
be impersonal in this statement because more
than one, two, or peruaps three, are covered by
K. The great (act aoout the Beecher case Is that
It is a trial In humanity. It is a test or the relationor the sexes, the justice ol Individuality, by
wnich we mean the right ol a person, male or
female, to alter relations concerning the affectionsandto resume them.

thk 1nturk9t of 80cibtt.
The nrghty epic oi human nature in this trial Is

recited o.- ore us. with frequent recesses, so mat
we can become partisans oi the tale. Mrs. Tiltou
reappeared in Court last Friday, indicating that a
certain position she had resolved to take was not
abandoned by ner. A great constituency of womenla trying dictatorial husbands through Mrs.
lilton. A groat constituency or husbands is trvlugsupposititious lnterferers with the domestic re
latlons through Mr. Beecner. Society, In tact, is
trying itself by this drama. We are at present in
the drag and stagnation of business ami we are
paying unusual attention to such a social issue as
the Brooklyn scantal.
The very sensitiveness we hare to akow as press

writers on the subject is a proof or the interest or
society, the overweening, preponderating passion
oi the people in tne affair. Went 01 this city every
newspaper is nearly consumed with the iieuils or
tne scandal. Even tn Europe the interest is alipervading-Mr. lireuher'a xpleudid person ill t>
and Mr. Tilton's Intimacy witli uis ^morv lame,
and the undoubted propriety of Mr*. Tn ton's generaidiitneetic Hie up to the time when her affectionswere disputed by by Uurfbauct, ti.,ve coveredthis cftse wirH a" mvilerj, a nubtlet»,
a Itrsngeness, ab*orolug every interest
and cariosity. It Is a contest Tor the
reliability or buman nature, the permanence or
tlie afftctlotit. tlie influence 01 third parties on tlie
housenold relation, the right to love and lie beluvedwithout authority. Hence tne unmarried
41-9 itud»iu< tUe pro >lem or mutrlinony oy thm
fosue. The married are testing their own lufelicitiesby Mr. Tliton and Mr. Hcecber. The widows,
who can look back to their hymeneal lite with a
soit, as«uagmir sympatny or c munon sens*?, revive
themselves in the is <ue. Kellgiou reasons out it«
tomptatio'is en the ragged edges, and the true inwardneatof up ae of tne peraona in this matter.
Ttigre It* Ul uTiubt that ttte growth 01 modern libertyana individuality baa v ry greatly disturbed
t'je old-fashioned inter-reilaoc* between man and
wife, and wo art all using Mr. HuecUfcis u lal to
know What we may come to.

OW TO BENEFIT BT tn* l
Viewed in the light ol those broad considerations,the mere predisposition or Beecnerites or

Tiltomtes, Plymouth church or the Woodhuil
#1 honi, la ahaliow. Human society requires very
occasionally such awful testa to re-examine itaeir.
Tne age, the race, move on by aucu lights and
shipwrecks aa the present scandal. Let uh, then,
be good tempered, keep the intellectual part 01
ourselves uppermost ana truat to a good judge,
nn average jury and square counsel to reason lor
US.
aj to the verdict It might be a contemn 01

Court to prognosticate It. The defence baa not
yet begun, and It may overturn the entire performanceof the prosecution. Tbia- belief, bowever.prevails among those wbo dally watcb the
trial.that the jury la neither purebaaabw nor
ductile: that It is a good Jury, generally unao
qualnted with (be scandal in ita Intensity, an4
earnest to get possession of onhr the facta. ThereforeU one person is not sure or his innocent* and
the other not sure of bia tbeory, there la sonic

FIRE IN FORDHAM.

A barn belonging to Mosea Devoe, on the rorfthamLanding road, van destroyed by Are last
night. One horse waa consumed in the outMttng.
The lose Is estimated at li.ouo, The born waa insuredlor (600 in the Westchester County Laanrancecompanv. No cause has vet Deea asalgno*
for tne bur>»


